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jj ! Largest Urgent Deficiency Appropriation Bill Ever

;
Reported in History of Confess Enormous

h I Contracts for Equipment for Two Million

i Men Pershing Cables for Great Plant
! to Be Sent to France.

3 '

WASHINGTON, Feb. 14. A billion
dollar urgent deficiency appropriation
tOi, the largest of its kind in the hist-

ory of congress, although cut a half
billion from original estimates, was!) faTorably reported to tho houso today
by Chairman Sherley of tho appropriati-
ons committee. The bill provides for
the immediate needs of tho war, navy
and other departments.

Chairman Sherley depicted tho lestl-rg- -

nony given to tho committee by de-- j
jurunent chiefs during the past month

fo! Investigation.
Among tho amounts asked for var-itii- ii

icos military activities, was a total of
almost $81,000,000 for monutain, field

; ihi siege artillery in addition to moro
35 than $1,000,000,000 already spent and
. contract authorizations of 779,000,000
Jrej additional. The testimony of Colonel
i H Ames of the ordnance department said
i t IV. t IV, I.I.I I Jl.kln .v.

tfgnk '"H tuts imai iiiuuuui inanauiu iui
jj'f this purpose sinco the beginning of

the Trar under direct appropriations
J

and contract authorizations was
! $116.000.000 of which amount orders

hive been placed requiring ultimate
ren); ttpendluire of $1,252,000,000, leaving
jgiii ttill available for contracts $564,000,-CW- .

He said the $1,816,000,000 was in- -
Unded to supply ammunition upon re- -

rui vised estimates of the quantities
tded for two million men, including

Pj the ammunition needed for the light
trench mortars. Ho said tho $S1,000,- -

IXNaJf W additional is asked as the result
1 of a change in the military program,

including new requirements for a
j larger number of shells, for amuiuni- -

, j
lion for guns mounted on tanks and

0li':. for a Plant designed for the
j; fUlins of projectiles with gases and

ifxew W,000 for a plant for tho same
( j; pcrposa to be erected in France,

c. Pershing Sends Cable.
lrt General Pershing cabled strongly
diff- ypnK a plant in Franco to enable

!; to handle these toxic materials
ik.'h Pwly. It Is planned, ordnance

hCm cxnlnined. to dispatch a com- -
Nete organization and equipment to
;?cc t0 cnable the American ex- -

I'&l m..1 ,onary forces t0 meet tho sudden"t in gas warfare.
j irt7huero ls Probably no phase of

f fS.,?'arfare'" said Colonel Rago- -

P ihi
at ls open t0 such sudden

L ; a!, ea3 yarfaro. The mustard
i rL bl,!,ler eas used by the Gcr-ill- ll

Vy aneed the whole pro- -

? ?e ,plant 18 10 enaWo the use
D l tl0trained Personnel in handling

Inl"1 ,BT.S loalnS shells and
Sliand 1 cnabl th0 change of theKtt 0t Ease3 t0 keeP abreast of

P?g 1)baaes of warfare. ItuSST ,t0 sh,p in lare auan-3dJ!- J

tfcen hi . , mflrials that will
Q 0f lhcse containers

l takff- ?l 8bells or cylinders for
vtyi mbb0r 'le,'vavo attacks- - or into
W d&r! they want. These
i &. th S aro about tho same sizo as
3 i e hav

rb0n dloxlde tanks- - Thon
Io i o I construction and oper- -

?Ci iSti5iw maKterlal- - of the
frf ,tt8 iSi? Bh,pPed as barm-- J

vsi SlCh h?ro daQBcrous than
Lb re,ativcly simple

Jt 'Sl oSt Su converted into one of
f fS 71115 i SU? ,materlalr, known

ncaLpalentd prcess. The
ir Undw purcbaaing this mate- -

'.'fy !
w ions a mbllSualod 10 the French

after Julv i
flS ithfc6"1 Witf 'France,
ffi Uoh SLDaUOn.beforo the com- -
f St. Wd, Genera 'wf ,Sherle"s report
i.M Dlnc bureau KheoLer of tnc ord"
'5 I Ul had an arrangement with
SPPI

tho French to supply artillory and
ammunition to a certain number of
American troops arriving in France,
but after these units are supplied, the
United States would fully equip addi-
tional troops.

America's funds, General Wheeler
testified, wero sufficient to meet all
war needs. He asserted the depart-
ment had a billion dollars worth of
ammunition contracts.

Signal Corps Program.
General Squier, chief signal officer,

testified tho signal corps had spent or
obligated all tho $640,000,000 appro-
priated to carry out its airplane pro-
gram and has Incurred obligations
that will require $90,000,000 in addi-
tion and may go beyond that for tho
present fiscal. year. He asked $277,-732,00- 0

to procure bombs for the air-
planes.

facilities, General Goethals said ap-
proximately $100,000,000, with authori-
zation of $50,000,000 more is needed
for storago of quartermaster supplies
along the seacoast, including huge-amount- s

for various specific ter-
minals.

Food and Fuel.
Federal Food Administrator Hoover

said the combined food and fuel ad-

ministrators so far have-ha- total ap-
propriations of $5,515,000 out of which:
there has been an actual expenditure
of $1,985,429, and there nro now out-
standing obligations of $2,272.3S3,
leaving $1,257,950 balance. He asked
$2,000,000 more now. He said ho and
Dr. Garfield, fuel administrator, were
agreed that the two administrations
should bo separate. He said the com-- 1

bined fund was divided in the propor- -

Lions of two-third- s for food and one-- )
third for fuel. Mr. Hoover avoided
discussing his drnstic price fixing and
said that the keynote of federal con-
trol is the stabilising of prices.

Directing Allied Purcnaoes.
Mr. Hoover testified that the food

administration is directing the buying
of $160.00.000 of foodstuffs for the
allies alone. "In addition," ho ex-
plained, "we have tho wholo problem
of conservation. Owing to. increased
standards of living in this country,
duo to increase of wage scales, and
increased consumption, everyone ' of
tho staple foods has increased greatly
in price in tho United States. If this
Increased consumption i3 to go on, we
cannot supply tho allies. Whether Ave
can continue on a voluntary 'basis for
the balance of tho year I am not sure.
Nov.' York already has reduced its
consumption of food, but Pittsburg, for
instance, has not done so much."

Fuel Administrator Garfield denied
to the committee he had advised peo-
ple not to buy coal last summer and
explained that what ho advised was
to buy all the coal needed, but not go
into the market to buy in excess of
needs and thus add to tho transpor-
tation difficulties.

Provost Marshal General Crowder,
In asking an individual $10,000,000 for
draft registration and selection, testi-
fied that there is a complete registra
tiqn already of all aliens, including
enemy aliens between 21 and 30, and
on Juno 5 there were 1,200,000 'aliens

not enemy aliens between tho draft
ages of 21 and 30.

oo
ARTILLERY IS ACTIVE.

LONDON. Feb. 14. "Except for
sorao hostile artillery activity south-
east of Epehy and in the neighborhood
of Bullecourt there is nothing of spe-
cial interest," says today's official
communication.

WIL80N ORDERS

INVESTIGATION

Attorney General to Probe the
Much Discussed Hog

Island Contracts.

GRAFT IS ALLEGED
President to Learn If There
Has Been Criminal Misuse of

Government Funds.

WASHINGTON, Fob. 14. At tho re-

quest of the shipping board, which
chnrges gross mismanagement and
reckless spending of government
money, President Wilson today direct-
ed Attorney General Gregory to in-

vestigate the American International
corporation's construction of the gov-
ernment fabricating steel shipyard at
Hog Island, Pa., and determine if there
has been any criminal misuse of gov-
ernment funds.

A special assistant to the attornoy
general will be sent immediately to
Hog Island to work with F. A. Bowles,
assistant general manager of the
Emergency Fleet corporation, whom
Chairman Hurley of the shipping
board placed In charge of the project
threo weeks ago with full powers to
reorganize.

Although tho shipping board has no
facts to indicate there has been crim-
inal dereliction, It wants to ascertain
the true situation and learn just how
money put up by tho government has
been spent.

Testimony before the senate com-
mittee investigating shipping has
shown that construction of tho yard
will cost the government from $40,-000,0-

to $50,000,000, although origin-
al estimates placed its cost at $21,000,-00- 0.

Tho work is being done by a sub-
sidiary of tho American International
corporation.

Mr. Bowles has been directed to
recommend any changes in manage-
ment ho thinks necessary but has
been ordered to await the senate com-
mittee's report before taking any
drastic steps. Already he has reduced

extent and has outlined other changes
which he thinks should bo made.

Members of the senate committee
havo indicated that they may recom-
mend that tho government take over
construction of tho yard and do the
work itself.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 14. President
Wilson today directed Attorney Gen-
eral Gregory to investigate the much
discussed Hog island shipyard con-
tracts which have been adversely
criticized before tho senate commerce
committee and determine if there has
been any criminal misuse of govern-
ments funds.

The president also directed the at-
torney general to work in conjunction
with Chairman Hurley of the shipping
board in his investigation. About
$42,000,000 of government money has
been involved in the Hog island pro-
ject in which tho American Interna-
tional corpoartion, headed by Frank
A. Vandcrllp, president of the National
City bank, has figured.

Tho Hog island shipyard ' on the
Delaware river near Philadelphia, is
planned to be the greatest in the
country with moro than fifty ways on
which to lay down ships.

Investigation by the department of
commerce was recommended by Chair-
man Hurley of the shipping board who
asked that an assistant to the attorney--

general bo sent to Hog island to
work with Assistant General Manager
Bowles of the Emergency Fleet cor-
poration. Mr. Bowles was put in ac-tlv- o

charge of the yard recently.
Mr. Bowles has been directed by

Chairman Hurley to put the Hog Island
yard on an economic basis. Shipping
board officials also are of the opinion
that there has been nothing worse at
tho Hog island yard than inefficient
management and a reckless spending
of funds, but they want to ascertain all
the facts.

SECRETARY OF LABOR

CALLS SHIP WORKERS

WASHINGTON. Feb. 14. Secretary
Wilson today issued a statement call-
ing on ship workers to enroll in the
United States public service reserve
during tho campaign to secure 270,000
workers to build the country mer-
chant fleet

"Membership in tho reserve brings
official recognition of the performance
of, or tho readiness to .perform, a" most
necessary and patriotic service," tho
secretary said.

SUDDEN DEATH

SICMFITAL
i Former British Ambassador to

U. S. Sir Cecil Spring-Ric- e,

Dies in Ottowa.

RECENTLY RESIGNED

Tremendous Strain of War
Heavy Burden on Diplomat,
Who Made No Complaint.

OTTAWA, Ont, Feb. 14. Death
, came peacefully at 1 o'clock this

morning to Sir Cecil Spring-Rice- , un-
til recently the British ambassador to
tho United States. The diplomat
passed away while virtually in his
sleep at Government house, in the
presence of Lady Spring-Ric- o and
their chlldron, Betty, aged 11, and An-
thony, 9 years.

Sir Cecil had complained of not
feeling well and Dr. Thomas Gibson
was summoned shortly after midnight,
but the patient passed away from
heart failure not long after ho ar-
rived. The diplomat had beon falling
for some time.

Funeral services will be held for Sir
Cecil in St. Bartholomew's church
Saturday afternoon and his body will
bo burled in Ottawa at the Beachwood
cemetery . His lordship, Bishop Roper,
will conduct the services, assisted by
tho Rev. H. F. Brewin, rector of the
church.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 14. Diplo-
matic Washington was shocked today
by tho sudden death in Ottawa of Sir
Cecil Arthur Spring-Ric- e who retired
after nearly five'yoars service as Brit-
ish ambassndoc-t- o, the United States
early last month in favor of Lord
Reading.

Although it had been known that
Sir Cecil had desired for a long time
before his retirement was announced,
to bo relieved of his heavy duties In
charge of tho embassy, no intimation
was given when he left Washington
that he was in ill health. However, of-

ficials here pointed out that he had

the jesponslbllities devolving upon him
especially during the negotiations on
tho operation of the Allied blockado
before tho United States entered the
war.

Resigned U. S. Post.
It was known that Sir Cecil tendered

his resignation during the visit here of
Arthur Balfour to take effect at the
convenience of the foreign office. His
retirement was announced from Lon-
don January 2 in connection with a
reorganization of personnel of the
British diplomatic service which also
retired Lord Bertie as British ambas-
sador to Paris.

The embassy hero was In charge of
Colville Barclay, Its counsellor, until
Lord Reading arrived this week.

Became Ambassador In 1913.
Sir Cecil who became ambassador

hero September 6, 1913 succeeding
Ambassador James Bryce, now Vis-
count Bryce, was born in 1859 and
spent many yoars ind tho diplomatic
service. He camo to Washington as
third assistant secretary of the em-
bassy In 1S86 and was appointed act-
ing second secretary to act as secre-
tary to tho British delegation to tho
International Marino conference Aug.
27, 1889. After serving for a time at
Brussels and Tokio ho was again
transferred to Washington in 1S93. He
was successively charge d'affaires and
minister to Persia from 1900 to 1908.
He then became minister to Sweden
and left Stockholm to accept tho am-
bassadorship her. His earlier services
here were remembered during the days
of Lord Pauncefote. He was created
K. C. M. G. in 1900.

Sir Cecil's difficult task hero during
the early years of tne war In Induc-
ing tho American government to ac-
cept with equnnimity tho oppressive
regulations of the Entente blockado
was looked upon as an unusual
achievement Diplomats regarded as
the most ingenious and rcmarkablo of
International diplomatic intercourse
papers which had their origin here in
support of tho policies adapted to meet
Germany's disregard of the established
rules of warfare. ,
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COL ROOSEVELT

IS CONVALESCING

NEW YORK, Feb. 14. The condi-
tion of Theodore Roosevelt,, convales-
cing from operations performed last
week, showed a continued improve-
ment today, according to phvsiclans nt
tho Roosevelt hospital. It was stated
ho passed another comfortable night.

IflTM PUZZLES

Important Political and Mili-

tary Men Conferring Busily
to Solve Problem.

NO TREATY IS SIGNED

Big Army of Austro-Hungar-i- an

Prisoners in Petrograd
a Serious Factor.

AMSTERDAM, Feb. 14. Judging
from the latest Indications in the Ger-
man press, much dissatisfaction and
suspicion has been nroused by the lat-
est move of Foreign Minister Trotz-ky- .

Important political and military
leaders are said to bo conferring busi-
ly to find the best solution to tho puz-
zle.

Tho Krouz Zeltung of Berlin on
Tuesday declared '"on reliable infor-
mation" that Trotzky's proposal is in
no circumstances to be regarded as a
peaco offer, while it is pointed out by
other papers that the Russian war
theater was mentioned especlallj' in
the official army report of Tuesday.
A Berlin telegram to the Koelnische
Volks Zeltung of Wednesday says:

"The government Is not willing to
continue relations with Russia on any
basis whatsoever unless the present
Russian government signs a regular
peace treaty. As, however, It must bo
reckoned, for the present at any rate,
that Trotzky does not think of signing
any formulated peace declaration a sit-
uation is carried which makes neces-
sary a thorough discussion between
the government and the supreme army
command."
Austro-Hungaria- n Prisoners a Menace.

The correspondent In an apparently
inspired passage adds:

"The chancellor is resolved under no
circumstances to conduct further ne-
gotiations in any neutral center and
It will be the affair of the central pow-
ers to determine where such negotia-
tions may best be held. The recall
of the economic commission from Pet-
rograd is under consideration.

realized that the question of tho big
army of Austro-Hungaria- prisoners
of war in Russian territory still con-
trolled by Petrograd cannot be over-
looked."

A telegram from Vienna to the Tag
llsche Rundschau says:

"It is pointed out in d

quarters that tho confusion and un-
certainty of internal conditions in Rus-
sia demand that tho central powers
adopt a cautious and waiting attitude,
and that In spito of the absenco of a
formal conclusion of peace, thero be
no hindrance to the exchange of pris-
oners."

All German newspapers note tho
fact that three hours after a message
was sent out announcing the issuance
of a demobilization order to the Rus-
sian army, another Russian message
was issued ordering that circulation of
this communication bo stopped. It
is suggested that this indicates that
the BolshevikI government no longer
thinks of adhering to tho declaration
of Foreign Minister Trotzky.

Demobilization a Sham Maneuver.
The Zeitung Am Mittag goes so far

as to say that there aro proofs that
Trotzky's promise of a Russian demob-
ilization is a sham maneuver. It de-

clares that reliable reports represent
the BolshevikI as energetically form-
ing a red guard army out of the rem-nont-

of tho Russian army, in the
hopo of raising a million men to es-

tablish BolshevikI power In the bor-
der states.

No Formal Treaty Signed.
A dispatch from Brest-Litovs- k re-

ceived in Amsterdam Monday said that
Russia had declared tho state of war
to be at an end and that the demobi-
lization of the Russian armies on all
frontts had been ordered. Russia, it
was added, did not sign a formal peace
treaty with the central powers.

It is indicated in tho above dispatch
that Foreign Minister Trotzky may
have made further proposals to the
central powers. If such Is tho case no
roport concerning it has been received
in this country.

There have been no direct dis-
patches from Petrograd for several
days. A Russian official message

in London Tuesday confirmed
the Brest-Litovs- k statement that de-

mobilization had been ordered. Since
then there havo been no advices from
Petrograd.

Austrtj-Germa- Circles Uneasy.
Uneasiness over the Russian situa-

tion In German and Austrian official
circles Is indicated in reports In the
German press. The Central powers aro
said to be suspicious concerning tho

future attitude of Foreign Minister
Trotzky and tho BolshevikI govern-
ment and one Berlin newspaper says
the announcement that the Russian
army had been ordered demobilized
was a "sham maneuver."

German leaders are said to bo hold-
ing conferences to solve the problem.
One report js..to thc-effe-

ct that mili-
tary operations against the BolshevikI
might be resumed but both Berlin and
Vienna appear to be anxious over the
probable fate of tho many thousands
of Austro -- German prisoners in Rus-
sian hands.

Demobilization Is Halted.
Circulation of the Russian order, or-

dering the demobilization of the Rus-
sian army, the German papers say, was
halted three hours after the order was
sent ouu concerning me siiuauon in
Petrograd there havo been no press ts

since early last Tuesday. Dis-
patches last Thursday reported rioting
in Petrograd in which 120 persons
wore killed.
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IF DRIVE STARTH
HE'LL BE DRIVER
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Field Marshal von Worysch.

This is the first photo to reach tho
(J. S. of Field Marshal von Worysch,
It is generally understood that he is
to lead the long-herald- German
drive in tho west if it ever gets un-
der way. Von Worysch led the Hun
invasion of Poland in 1915.

'BRITISH LIE
IS LENGTHENED

Forces in Italy Holding Goodj
Portion of the Piave

Frontier.

OTTAWA, Feb. 14. The British
line in Italy has been considerably
lengthened to the east of Montcllo on
the Piave river, according to a Lon-
don dispatch to the Ottawa agency of
Router's limited. The lino now ex-

tends to some mllos cast of Nervosa.

Fighting Activity Increasing.
In Franco there has been a slight

Increase in the fighting activity. On
tho British front Canadian troops have
carried out two successful raids and in
tho Ypres sector the Germans failed
In an attempt to hold two British posts
they had taken. In Champagne, French
troops penetrated to tho third German
lino south of Butte Mesnll on a front
of about 1200 yards. Shelters and de-

fenses were destroyed and 100 prison-
ers captured. On the Anierican front
In Franco there has been activity of
consequence.

Germans Building Defenses.
Tho Germans arc reported to bo

working assldiously building new
and bringing fresh Irodps to

the western front The Ass8clatcd
Press correspondent at French army
headquarters says the Germans now
havo 190 divisions, probably 2,340,000
men, on the front between the North
sea and tho Swiss border.

Twcnty-flv- e Ships Sunk.
Nineteen British, four Italian and

two French merchantmen are reported
sunk by submarines, or mines in tho
current statement of shipping losses.

Disclosure of British production In
1917 shows that tho tonnage sunk last
year by submarines was threo times as
great as that built in tho United States
and Great Britain. The combined to-

tal of production is slightly moro than
two million tons, while sinkings by
submarines havo been estimated at
six million tons. Greatly increased
production Is expected In 1918.

American Batteries Do 'H
Effective Work m Raid I ,; H

in Ckmpape. ! H
GREAT ARMIES REAM I
Germans and Entente A!-- ;H

lies Waiting to Spring :

at Eadi Otkr. I
PARIS, Feb. 14. American batteries jl

'

'took jiart in tho artillery- - bombard- - ,

ment in connection with the largo i

French raid in the Champagne yester- - f

day, It is announced Officially. Effec-fiv- e

assistance was gained by the Am- - 1

erican gunners.
(This is tho first mention of Amerl-ca- n

batteries on tho Champagne IHfront.) '

TRAINED BY FRENCH.
American gunners aro trained by the

French before going into actiwe serv- -
,

batteries referred to in the French
official report evidently are some of
thoso undergoing this Instruction.

The ofUcial French statement of last "

night reported a large raid on a front
of about 1200 meters in the Cham- - ;

pagne near Butto du Meenil, in which
the French penetrated as far as the
German third lino. The American sec-t- or

is in Lorraine, some distance to
the cast of this 'point

Interesting developments have
grown out of the big French raid in
the Champagne region yesterday. PrI- - .

marily it has been revealed in this
connection that American artillerymen
are in action on the Champagne front.
The French official statement of today,
in report further on this raid, first
mentioned jn last night's communica-Uo- n,

noted the presence of American
batteries and announced that they had
given "very effective support" to the

'

raiders.

GREAT ARMIES READY,
FRENCH FRONT, Friday, Feb. 1.

(Correspondence of the Associated
Press.) Like two boxers seated in op- - fl
posito corners, taking deep breaths and kiJ
being sponged down while awaiting tho i
next round, the Gorman and Franco-Britis- h

armies on the frontiers of
France and Belgium at tho present
moment in their opposing positions are
preparing for the of tho
gigantic struggle which went on
throughout 1917 and ceased only tem-porarl- ly

while "time" was called., by
winter.

Each Side Accurately informed.
Each army has probably a fairly ac-cur-

idea of the other's strength.
Tho French and British know they
havo facing them ono hundred and
fifty-flv- o German divisions, eighty-fiv- e

of which arc in front of the French and
seventy in front of the British lines.
(Since this dispatch was written there
has been a considerable increase in
the German strength on tho western
front A cable last night from this
same correspondent said the Germans ,

now had on tho 'western front 175 dl- -

visions or about 2,100,000 men. To glvo IB
tho total forces on tho Allies' side
might possibly afford some indication
to tho enemy.)

Whence tho initiative may come
when weather conditions permit a

of fighting on a larges cale
cannot for the time being bo predicted; IH
but It appears probable that these mil- - ,

lions of soldiers must again como to j

close grips early in tho year.
Small Battles Continuous.

Comparison with a boxing contest
Is not exactly correct for in tho inter- -

vals between the rounds the armies

(Continued on Page Soven. )

f Barbers Ball k j. Dak LI 1J Benefit Battery "B" jl
i TONIGHT .i OeriOaOcl Oclil Dance Until 1 O'clock .1


